
California Voter Education
2022 STATEWIDE DIRECT PRIMARY (JUNE 7) AND GENERAL (NOVEMBER 8) 
ELECTIONS

On September 27, 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom signed into law that for all elections after 2022, 
every active registered voter will be mailed a ballot without the need for an application. Any 
registered voter may vote using a vote-by-mail ballot instead of going to the polls on Election Day 
but have the option the vote in-person or drop off their ballot at voting locations or ballot drop boxes.

VOTING METHODS

The voter may mail their ballot back to the county’s election official

1. Vote-by-mail ballots that are mailed must be postmarked on or before Election Day and 
received by your county elections office no later than seven days after Election Day (SB 152 
Elections, Section 1605 (D)).

2. If you are not sure your vote-by-mail ballot will arrive in time if mailed, bring it to any polling 
place in the state between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

3.
The voter may return their ballot or vote in person at a voting location

1.  Vote-by-mail ballots that are personally delivered must be turned in no later than the close of 
polls at 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

2.
The voter may drop off their ballot at a county’s ballot drop off box

1. Vote-by-mail ballots that are personally delivered to a ballot drop-off location must be 
returned no later than the close of polls at 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Voter may authorize a family member, roommate, coworker, friend, or volunteer to pick up 
their ballot and securely return their ballot on their behalf

1.  Anyone may return your ballot for you, as long as they do not get paid on a per ballot basis. 
You should fill out the authorization section found on the outside of your ballot return 
envelope with the name of the person you are authorizing to return your ballot.

When the voter’s vote-by-mail ballot is received by the county elections official, their signature on 
the return envelope will be compared to the signature on their voter registration record to ensure they 
match. If the signatures are deemed to match, to preserve the secrecy of their ballot, the ballot will 
then be separated from the envelope, and then it will be tallied.

All valid vote-by-mail ballots are counted in every election in California, regardless of the outcome 
or closeness of any race.



2022 STATEWIDE DIRECT PRIMARY ELECTION CALENDAR, JUNE 7, 2022

Ballots & Voting Packets Drop: 05/09/2022 (E-29)

Ballots Can be Processed: 05/09/2022 (E-29)

Ballot Drop Boxes Open: 05/10/2022 (E-28)

Report of Voter Registration:  05/18/2022 (E-20)

Close of Voter Registration: 05/23/2022 (E-15)

Conditional Voter Registration: 05/24/2022 – 06/07/2022 (E-14 – E-Day)

VCA Counties Open Vote Centers: 05/28/2022 – 06/03/2022 (E-10 – E-04)

Non-VCA/Polling Place Counties Open: 06/04/2022 – 06/07/2022 (E-03 – E-Day)  

Vote-by-Mail Issuance Deadline: 05/31/2022 (E-07) 

Primary Election Day:  06/07/2022 

E-Day Hours:  7 AM to 8 PM

E-Day Drop Box Hours: Lock at 8 PM

NOTE: Vote-by-mail ballots that are mailed must be postmarked on or before Election Day 
and  received by your county elections office no later than seven days after Election Day.

Calendar: June 7, 2022, Statewide Direct Primary Election Calendar

2022 STATEWIDE GENERAL ELECTION CALENDAR, NOVEMBER 8, 2022

Ballots & Voting Packets Drop: 10/10/2022 (E-29)

Ballots Can be Processed: 10/10/2022 (E-29)

Ballot Drop Boxes Open: 10/11/2022 (E-28)

Report of Voter Registration: 10/19/2022 (E-20)

Close of Voter Registration: 10/24/2022 (E-15)

Conditional Voter Registration: 10/25/2022 – 11/08/2022 (E-14 – E-Day)

https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/2022-primary/primary-election-calendar.pdf


VCA Counties Open Vote Centers: 10/29/2022 – 11/04/2022 (E-10 – E-04)

Non-VCA/Polling Place Counties Open: 11/05/2022 – 11/08/2022 (E-03 – E-Day)  

Vote-by-Mail Issuance Deadline: 11/01/2022 (E-07) 

General Election Day: 11/08/2022 

E-Day Hours: 7 AM to 8 PM

E-Day Drop Box Hours: Lock at 8 PM

NOTE: Vote-by-mail ballots that are mailed must be postmarked on or before Election Day and 
received by your county elections office no later than seven days after Election Day.

NOTE: Check the website of your county elections office for dates/hours/locations of in-person 
voting options at https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/county-elections-offices

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/county-elections-offices

